Introduction
India is a country which is famous all over the world for its great traditions and culture where women are given most respected place of "Goddess Lakshmi" in the society. From the ancient India women had enjoyed equal status with men in all aspects of lifelike education, marriage etc. except in the medieval period where the status of women declines.In the post medieval period many social reformers fought for the betterment and equality of women in the society. Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and JyotiRaoPhule fought were some among the list.
In modern India, women are found working in all fields like politics, banks, schools, sports, businesses, army, police, and have held high offices including that of the President, Prime Minister, Speaker of the LokSabha, Leader of India is a most famous country for its great traditions and culture where women are given most respected place of "Goddess Lakshmi" in the society. In India women comprises almost half of the population but still they are fighting for their rights and lag behind in many aspects of life such as education, health, employment etc. in the male dominated society. Worldwide 35 percent women are victim of physical/sexual violence either by husband or relative which is not a good sign for society. India"s rank in Gender inequality index is 125 which shows how much we are concern on women related issue and in global gender gap index is 87 even after the flagship program BetiBachao-BetiPadhao. According to a report, India is the world"s most dangerous place for women. So we need some most comprehensive and intensive effort to tackle gender based crime. In present paper descriptive research has been used and all the study is based on secondary data. Keeping in above backdrop, the present paper is a humble attempt to understand gender based crimes as a challenge in the way of women empowerment. Present paper also highlights some issues regarding the crime against women in India.
the Opposition, Union Ministers, Chief Ministers and Governors.India is considered as safer place for women. But Thomson Reuters Foundation (2018) perceived India as the world"s most dangerous place for women, citing retrograde cultural practices, sexual violence, and trafficking.
Every year thousands of cases of dowry harassment, assault, kidnapping and rape registered. And in the prevailing surrounding environment thousands of cases are under reported. A recent report reveals that the survivors of sexual assault in India have to face insensitive treatment not only from police but from doctor, lawyers and society also in the whole process of justice. Lack of witness and victim protection laws make girls and women from marginalized communities even more vulnerable to harassment and threats (Human Right Watch, 2019) .
No doubt crime against women has increased in last few years i.e. cases of rape cruelty by husband or his relatives were 24206 and 99135 in 2011 and 34651 and 113403 in 2015 even central Government program like BetiBachao, BetiPadhao (save daughters, educate daughters) to make them strengthen in the society.By seeing these types of crimes against women such as rape cases, acid attacks, etc, the safety of women has been in doubt. We need a strong mechanism to deal with gender basis issues.
Female activists also united over issues such as domestic violence, gender biasness, women's health, women's safety, and women's literacy and are doing well in this direction. In the coming sections, we will discuss the review of literature, objectives of the study, present status of women in India, crimes against women in India, measures taken by world"s top economies to reduce violence against women and draw conclusions with policy implications.
There are numbers of study which highlight that gender based crimes is a main problem in women"s empowerment in India. A few of them are as follows:
Prathiba (2017) have suggested in her study that women empowerment is possible through education, awareness among women of their rights, physical safety and strict implementation of policies and act whereas crime against women like domestic violence, acid throwing, child marriages, dowry, rapes, sexual harassment, honour killing etc. hinder it which further disturb the economic, social and cultural development of a country.
Papita (2014) have conducted study in Bankura district of West Bengal on women Empowerment. According to her women are facing violence not only outside home but within home. Only in west Bengal cases of domestic violence has been reported to increase by 18% in 2011-12. She concluded that age, education of woman, access to formal credit, highest female education, household landholding, participation in SHG and caste as crucial in the determination of women"s empowerment at the community level.
UN Conference on Sustainable Development affirmed that women have central and transformative roles in sustainable economic development of world"s economies, and gender equality must be a priority for action in areas including economic, social and political participation and leadership of a country.(UN Women Annual Report, 2012-13). Sethuraman et al., (2006) conducted longitudinal observational study in the tribal and rural community of south India. She had tried to develop relationship between women empowerment and domestic violence. She concluded that there is a strong need to reduce malnutrition, improving the women nutrition, promoting gender equality, empowering women and reducing the violence against women.
One of the recommendations of the National policy on Education (1986) by the Government of India was to promote "empowerment" of women through the agency of education and it has considered being a landmark in the approach to women"s education.
In light of above literature, the present study is a humble attempt to understand that crimes against women are a challenge in the path of women empowerment and their justification.
The following are the main objectives of the present study:- To highlight the status of women in our society.  To analyze the trends in gender based crimes in India.  To analyze the policies of world"s leading countries and Indian Govt. to stop crime against women.  To analyse whether gender based crimes hinder women"s empowerment in India.
Data sources and research methodology
The present study is based on secondary data which has been taken from various websites, census 2001 and 2011, and reports of Crimes Records Bureau and National Commission for women etc.
Descriptive research design has been used for highlighting the impacts of gender based crimes on women empowerment. The available data has been presented in the form of suitable tables and figures (1-3).
Present status of women in India
Status of women has changed during different periods. Nowadays, Women are enjoying almost equal status with men in many fields like education, health, economic freedom etc. But still there are some challenges which deprived women to grow faster. Gender based crimes is one of them. Literacy rates, sex ratios, women"s participation in labour and crime against women are some development indicators which measures the status of women. So now we are discussing these indicators, literacy rates on of the development indicator has power to change the mind-set of our male dominated society. 
United Kingdom
1. The United Kingdom commits to continue its efforts to end all forms of violence against women and girls and for it GBP £40 million as stable funding provided by govt. for specialist services. 2. Piloted new ways of protecting victims of domestic violence; and launched national prevention campaigns to tackle rape and relationship abuse and is planning to criminalize forced marriage. 3. The UK has also published an updated action plan on 8 March and has vowed to do more to support the most underrepresented and vulnerable women and girls. 4. The Government has further supported the devolution of power to local decision-makers, who are best-placed to commission and provide services to victims.
5.
In relation to its devolved administrations, the Welsh Government has in place a six-year integrated strategy "Right to be Safe" for tackling violence against women and domestic abuse. 2,19,142 2,32,528 2,95,896 3,25,327 3,14 ,28,650 2,44,270 3,09,546 3,37,922 3,27,394 Source: National Crime Records Bureau, GOI Offences Act 2012 provides protection to children, from the offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography. The Act incorporates childfriendly procedures for reporting, recording of offences, investigation and trial of offences.
Russian
These are few measures to prevent physical/sexual violence against women, girls and children in India.
There are so many other measures in this regard, it are not the end of list.
Conclusions with policy implications
In brief, we can say that women are the second wheel of the society which bears much responsibility not only of family but also of working formal and informal organizations, still they are lag behind in literacy, health facilities, economic freedom& participation in labour and facing physical/sexual violence not the outside home but inside the home by her husband and relatives. Recent statistics shows that crimes against women has increased in last few years mostly in high literacy rates states like UP, Delhi and Haryana instead having good govt. initiatives.
Analysis of development indicator like literacy rate, sex ratio, participation in labour and gender based crime shows that status of women have improved and women are working shoulder to shoulder with men in recent years all over country. Developed countries like USA, UK, Australia, Russia etc. are following zero tolerance policy for crime against women and girls. Though Indian govt. had taken the initiative in the form of One-Stop centre, changes in criminal Acts/law, Web portal for Anti-Human Trafficking, women helpline, Gender Budgeting etc. yet there is a strong need to take some sincere, comprehensive and intensive effort for removing the gender inequality and reducing the gender based crime. Otherwise gender based crime will be a main challenge in the way of women empowerment. Gender budgeting can be a powerful tool for women empowerment by reducing this inequalities prevailing in our society through proper resource allocation. Last but not least, if we truly want to reduce gender based crimes and inequality then we must start this from our own home, then we can think about empowered women and sustainable economic development of the country and the world.
